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Our Mission Statement  
 
To promote and inform 
the electorate through 
political education, to 
increase the effective-
ness of women in the 
cause of good           
government through  
active participation and 
to encourage active  
citizenship. 
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President’s Corner 
By: Rebecca Mellen 

Millions of men and women, young and old, rich and poor, from all walks of life, chose to 

vote for Donald Trump in the November 2016 election. The Inaugural address, written in 

large part by President Trump himself, speaks to all Americans, but especially his       

supporters, those "forgotten" Americans who still believe in faith, family, life, liberty, and 

the pursuit of happiness. The excerpts below are paraphrased from the January 20, 2017 

inaugural speech of President Donald Trump:                              

"To all the struggling people:  This moment is your moment and it belongs to you.  This 
day I take an oath to all Americans.  Now we look to the future.  From this day forward a 
new vision will govern our land.  From this day forward it will be   America first.  I will fight 
for you with every breath in my body and I will never let you down.  To all  Americans, you 
will never be ignored again."   

Thank you, Mr. President, for those words of great promise but, above all, thanks to Al-
mighty God alone for ordaining your victory and your presidency.  In the words of Franklin 
Graham;  "To only God be all honor and glory."  

Women Strengthening Our Community February 2017 

Meeting Announcement 
February 9, 2016 General Meeting 

Location: West Orange Country Club - 3300 W. Orange Country Club Drive                               

Winter  Garden, FL 34787 

NEW TIME  - Doors open / buffet begins: 11:30     Meeting called to order: 11:45      

Adjourns: 1:30      Lunch: $20 

Speaker:  John Zweifel - Curator to the White House since the end of WWII 

Topic: John Zweifel will be our speaker February 9th.  He will be speaking of his 57 

years of access to the White House and American patriotism.  Since the end of WWII 

he has been the "curator" of the White House helping past presidents decide which 

rooms to open to the public (and which not) and making them presentable.  He got to 

know the presidents and their families well and also attended most of the past       

inaugurations and the balls and was even on the dais with the other dignitaries during 

the swearing in of the president(s).  He has created miniatures of the past White 

Houses and their public rooms and private rooms.  The book showing all of these 

miniature in beautiful photographic detail will be on display at the luncheon.   His wife 

Jan will be coming with him and will be able to answer our questions about the balls, 

the dresses she and others wore, and the official ceremonies.  Due to his Mr. 

Zweifel's age he will not be attending President-elect Trump's ceremony or 

ball.     Please RSVP: Rebecca Mellen     BY: Friday February 3, 2017 

Cancellations: Before Sunday by 6pm, no obligation.  Afterwards must be paid in full.  

Rebecca Mellen: Email: rebeccatmellen@gmail.com or  Cell: 407-230-5968 

For more information email: worw.federated@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/westorangerepublicanwomenfederated 

 



Last General Meeting Summary - January 12 
By: Carole Amey  

 
Meeting was called to order at 11:30 AM by President Becky Mellen. Gary Baum led 
the membership in the invocation and the prayer. 
 
 
Guests:  Rene Lampert, Jan Shaw and Sussie Mabie. 
New Members: Vickie Herrington, Michell Nunelley and Rosemary Boekenkamp. 
 
 
Speaker: Joanie Consolves served as Director of Edgewood Children's Ranch for    
               43 years. Joanie gave us a lot of insight about Edgewood and the 
               healing of families and changing of lives.  It was truly moving for everyone! 
 

        Joanie Consolves  
 
 
Old Business: 
              1.  Secretary's minutes of December 8, 2016 were approved as written. 
              2.  Treasures report was approved as written and placed for audit. 
              3.  Membership report 72 members plus 3 new members. 
              4.  Annual Auction profit over $1300.00. 
              5.  Soldier Report. 
 
New Business: 
              1.  Tribute to Wendy West & Carolyn Sparks. 
              2.  Diane stated concerns working against Charlie Christ. 
              3.  Discussed the need to be more aggressive recruiting new members for WORWF. 
              4.  Wendy West swore in newly appointed board members: 
                                           
                    
 
         
  

 

 

 

 

Cindy Ellenberg as Assistant Treasurer 

Elizabeth Van Dyke as Correspondence Secretary 

 

February 9 - General Meeting Notices 

  If your birthday is in February and you attend the meeting, we have a gift for you! 

 Please make note our meeting now starts at 11:45  

 Please remember to RSVP to Rebecca Mellen, President by Friday Feb 3 

 Please remember to cancel on or before Sunday prior by 6pm or full payment due 

 



 

Committee Reports 
  

Membership:  Brenda Knowles 
 
 We currently have 79 members 
 Thanks to everyone who brought visitors to our January meeting! 
 It is all of our goal to increase membership every meeting - So Bring Guests! 
 

 Annual Dues for 2017 - Please pay if you haven't done so already 

 Dues are $25.00   Please bring to February meeting (or) mail a check  

 make checks out to WORWF  

 Mail to:  Brenda Knowles / 14003 Fairway Willow Lane, Winter Garden, 34787 

Notice for March Meeting:  

        In March, we will have our "Girls in Green" drive in honor of St Patrick's Day.   

        Please come and bring a daughter, granddaughter, niece, or younger friend.  

       There will be a prize for the member bringing the most guests.  

       Wear something with a touch of green! 

 

 

 

Caring for America - Soldier Package: Cindy Ellenburg 

 

 

Newsletter: Elizabeth Van Dyke 

Please let me know if you have any member news or announcements! 

 

We have a new patriotic soldier to support!  She is Dawn Sanderson and is a Captain in the Air Force. She is  
completing her 5th year. Three years as a Missileer in Minot, ND. Her deployment in Kuwait will end about  
April 4th, 2017. She is not allowed to tell us exactly what her job/s entail due to security. She was born in  
Syracuse, NY, grew up in Calabash, NC and was Valedictorian in high school.  She played Lacrosse at  
Methodist University-NC and graduated Summa Cum Laude in Mathematics.  She has been accepted in a  
Masters of Mathematics at the Air Force Institute of Technology in Ohio and after that she will be a mathematics 
teacher at the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, CO.  Dawn loves working with all kinds of people and  
has a true patriot’s heart. 
 
Please support our soldier- 
 Gatorade powder packets (add to water) 
 Snacks 
 Beef jerky 
 Sunblock  
 Items to fight boredom such as puzzles, cards & games 
 
 



Legislative Updates 
By: JuDian Guimbellot  

 
Senate Bill 2, the Florida Excellence in Higher Education Act, by Senator Bill Galvano, promotes on-time gradu-
ation by expanding student financial assistance and support, establishing tuition and fee incentives, streamlining 2+2 
articulation, and strengthening mechanisms that keep colleges and universities accountable to Florida taxpayers. By 
improving Florida's 4-year graduation rate, over time, we will increase the national reputation of our universities, fur-
ther improving Florida's ability to attract top student scholars, faculty, and business partners. 

Senate Bill 4, Faculty Recruitment, by Senator Bill Galvano, expands and enhances policy and funding tools state 
universities can leverage to recruit and retain the very best faculty, enrich professional and graduate school strength 
and viability, and bring aging infrastructure and research laboratories into the 21st century. 

Senate Bill 374, the College Competitiveness Act, by Senator Dorothy Hukill, reinstates a statewide coordinating 
board for the Florida Community College System, expands 2+2 college-to-university partnerships, and clarifies re-
sponsibilities within Florida's taxpayer-funded K-20 education system to avoid wasteful duplication of programs of-
fered by state universities, community colleges, and technical centers. 

Source: www.myfloridahouse.com 

 

    Did You Know? 
 

OCREC (Orange County Republican Executive Committee) News: 
 

 Our very own JuDian Guimbellot was appointed, on January 9th, as the Asian Outreach Chair and ABOC Vice 

President!  
 

 Our very own Cynthia Ellenburg is running for District 1 Chair! 

 
Keep up the great work WORWF members 

 
 
 

Edgewater Children’s Ranch Needs Your Support: 
 

 Let’s follow up to support our January speaker, Joanie Consolves, request 

       to help children in need. 
 

 You can make a difference: 

 

 Canned goods - #1 need 

 All food items 

 Fresh meat 

 School supplies 

 Volunteer hours 

 

 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/0002
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/0004
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/0374
http://www.myfloridahouse.com/


You are Special 
 

 

 

 

February  Birthdays: 

Karen Brown, Carolyn Cook, JuDian Guimbellot 

WORWF Elected Officers 2017-2019 
 

President:  Rebecca Mellen 
1

st
 Vice President:  Sherryl Becker 

2
nd

 Vice President:  Rhonda Peterson 
Recording Secretary:  Carole Amey 
Correspondence Secretary:  Elizabeth Van Dyke 
Treasurer:  Brenda Knowles 
Asst. Treasurer:  Cynthia Ellenburg 

Contact Us 

For more information:  
 

Email: worw.federated@gmail.com 
 

Rebecca Mellen: Home (407) 876-4881  
                               Cell (407) 230-5968 


